[Review of the activities from the former State Institute for Serum Production].
This article describes the foundation and development of the State Institute for Serum Production (Rijksseruminrichting) in Rotterdam, the Netherlands, during the period 1904-1959. It describes the work of Dr J. Poels, the founder of the Institute, and the production of antisera in terms of the selection of animals, immunization protocols, blood sampling and collection, and the preservation and use of antisera in practice. Attention is also paid to the production of vaccines and diagnostic tests and to research on animal diseases. Envisaged research goals were not achieved because of a lack of adequate financial support and staffing, and poor laboratory facilities.